
 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

There was a time, some time ago, that the way that pastors got word to their congregations was from the pulpit (we call it an ambo 
in the Catholic-world). People were there in church so they got the word on what was happening right from the horse’s mouth. In 
our modern world, especially during the COVID-19 crisis, communication is much more difficult. Since many have not yet returned to 
Mass, we have had to expand our communication paths because we no longer have direct access to many of you. 

Our website, www.WatertownCatholic.org, is our main portal for parish information. From there you have access to the weekly  
bulletin, Mass live-streams and streaming archives, online giving via WeShare and information about upcoming events. It is our way 
for you to “pull” information from us. 

Our main methods to “push” information to you are through Facebook social media posts, as well as email and text messages 
through this messaging system called FlockNote.  We need the ability to send information to you so that you receive it in a timely 
fashion. If there are updates to COVID-19-related guidelines, we need to get that to you. If weather causes changes in scheduling, we 
need to get that information to you. It is critical that we are able to connect with you, but to do so means that we need a  
communication path: 
 

Update Your Contact Information 
Have you recently moved, changed your phone number or updated your email address?  Please be sure that our parish office has 
received your updated contact information.   
 

Email and Text Messaging via Flocknote 
FlockNote requires an online signup to confirm your email address and cell phone number (to receive text messages, if you 
wish).  Please be sure that each of your family members are signed up to receive these messages at 
www.WatertownCatholic.flocknote.com.  Help us to get information to your family so that you can stay informed as to what is  
happening within your parish—especially as things are changing so rapidly within the pandemic. Thanks for helping us to better 
serve you! 
 

Facebook 
To receive parish updates on Facebook, follow our page at www.Facebook.com/WatertownCatholic.   
 

Live-Streaming Masses 
We have begun to live-stream Masses so that people who are not physically at Mass can still stay somewhat connected to our  
parishes. While we are still working out the technological, financial and staffing details for this new program, we are very hopeful 
that this is something we can offer every week.  Visit our website or our Facebook page for upcoming live-streaming dates and 
times.  You can also view Masses on our streaming archives.  We will be streaming the 5:30 p.m. Mass on Saturday, July 18. 
 

Watertown Catholic School Registration 
The intent to register your student(s) is required by the end of July. WCS intends to hold in-person class, in the classrooms, five days 
per week beginning in the fall. We are working hard to make that happen and to follow the safety guidelines directed from various 
governmental entities and from the Diocese of Madison. Parents must confirm their decisions on attendance so that we can plan 
appropriately. Your decision as a parent, combined with that of other parents, helps us to make appropriate staffing decisions,  
account for classroom sizing and many other decisions as we prepare for the school year. We realize the uncertainty caused by the 
pandemic is giving some of you pause. We do understand, but we also have to plan for the year. I ask that you to continue to  
support your parish school and its mission of providing a quality Catholic education in a safe environment. We are committed to this 
mission regardless of what situation we find ourselves in this fall and winter. We need your commitment by the end of July. Thank 
you so much for your support of your school. 
 

Re-Entering Phase 1 - Returning to Mass Safety Guidelines 
You may be aware that last week, the City of Watertown re-entered Phase I of the Reopening Phases Plan. This is a regression—not 
a progression.  A bad thing—not a good thing. I need to encourage you to be good citizens: to carefully read through our Returning 
to Mass Guidelines, follow all appropriate safety protocols, use face coverings as you are able, appropriately social distance and use 
proper hygiene such as hand washing. Please do your part to help keep us all safe.  
 

A Personal Request 
I also ask for two things from you (well right now anyway, I’m sure the list will grow at some point): prayer and time. Pray for  
Fr. Michael and myself, so that we can be the best shepherds that we can be. Secondly, give us some time. I know there are some 
changes that you are looking for. I’ve heard that message. I need time to figure things out a bit. There are two sides to every choice 
and you have to understand the issues and collect information in order to make good decisions. Our main mission is to grow in our 
knowledge and love of God. We also hope that together we can foster the needed infrastructure that helps to take that to new 
heights.  We are here to serve you—as we are all here to serve one another. 

God Bless,  

  Fr. Vince 
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A Message from our Pastor 


